Wait and See is an evolving site-specific camera less photographic installation. 

A work-in-progress, created exclusively for every single new presentation. 

Over the last 15 years, we have gathered about seven hundred boxes/envelopes of expired photographic material (mostly black/white photosensitive papers, from 1870 to 1990. Their origins are our own older stock, colleagues’ photographers, institutions, industries, etc., are catalogued, each one studied. 
For each iteration of this project, we edit first a selection of this archive, in relation to the designated space (history, architecture, social, geography,…) Each box/label mentions the expiration dates over the time, origins of fabrication, illustrating the history of photographic materials, (never exposed to light before). 
Then we install our conceived composition within the specific exhibition space. The work unveiled (usually at opening), the given light in the room alters continuously the colors of the photosensitive materials with the intensity and duration of light exposure determining the gradation of hues, leaving behind visible patterns. Through this more abstract approach to photography, F&D Cartier draw attention to the durational nature of the medium, the story that light can tell outside of the camera.
We question everyday life, intimacy, passing of time, the position and role of the artist & the Image in today’s society
www.fdcartier.ch 

